Contemporary * &,*„**„------
Mr. Asquith sprang of the class which rallied to Mr. Gladstone's " Radicalism " when the influences of birth and property which had long sustained the Whig cause passed definitely to the other side.   His circumstances gave him the chance of a good education if no opportunity were let slip.   As a result he was almost the first Balliol Scholar to come from outside the circle of the great schools.   His entrance to the stage of Oxford was therefore almost revolutionary, and the authorities pricked up their ears when they heard that the City of London School had obtained the blue ribbon of scholarship.   Yet that scholarship,  though remarkably sound,  never rose to the level attained by Raymond.   The father had to be content with " Proxime Accessit," where the son helped himself with consummate  ease to Irelands and Cravens.   Mr. Asquith lacks tempera-\                  ment—and therefore both its blessings*andnts curses.
|              *        He was no mean star in the constellation of the
Miltxers and the Curzons which shone forth in the golden age of Jowett at Balliol.   " Csesarian," appar-;                  ently, was the epithet applied to Asquith by young
Oxford,   The comparison with the youthful Julius would be absurd, and yet one can see a certain meaning in the epithet.   Clarity of judgment—a colourless-!                  ness of style which is the essence of Classicism, a
*                  form of detachment slightly inhuman—all qualities
;                   which make personality hard to grasp for subsequent
generations—are Asquithian and also Caesarian.
And so Mr. Asquith came to the Bar with his
;                   firsts and his Union honours.   It was the obvious
career for him—as natural as for Lord Morley to
stray into the hallowed places of political literature
\                   and journalism.          t            %
24